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Welcome!
2019 Pennsylvania Association of 

Developmental Educators Annual Conference
Sunday, March 31
5-7 p.m.: Registration & Check-In, Hotel Lobby
6-7:30 p.m.: Board Meeting & Dinner, Veranda Room

Monday, April 1
7:30-5 p.m.: Registration, Check-In, Silent Auction, Vendors, Convention Center Lobby
7:30-8:45 a.m.: Welcome Breakfast, Grand Ballroom South
9-10:00 a.m.: Focus Groups, Keystone A, B, C, D, & E
10:15-11:15 a.m.: Concurrent Sessions I, Keystone A, B, C, D, E, & Governor’s A & B
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Keynote Speaker: Dr. Michelle Asha Cooper, Grand Ballroom     

      South
12:40-2 p.m.: Lunch, Awards Ceremony, & Annual Business Meeting, Grand Ballroom 

            South
2:10-3:10 p.m.: Concurrent Sessions II, Keystone A, B, C, D, E, & Governor’s A & B
3:20-4:20 p.m.: Concurrent Sessions III, Keystone A, B, C, D, E, & Governor’s A & B
4:30-5:00 p.m.: New Member Meet-and-Greet, Poster Sessions, Grand Ballroom South
5:30-7:30 p.m.: 40th Anniversary Reception, Grand Ballroom South

Tuesday, April 2
7:30-8:45 a.m.: Breakfast, Grand Ballroom South
8:30-9:00 a.m.: Regional Meetings, Grand Ballroom South
9:00-10:10 a.m.: Concurrent Sessions I, Keystone A, B, C, D, E, & Governor’s A & B
10:15-11:15 a.m.: Concurrent Sessions II, Keystone A, B, C, D, E, & Governor’s A & B
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Concurrent Sessions III, Keystone A, B, C, D, E, & Governor’s A & B
1:00-3:00 p.m.: ACT 101 Program Directors Meeting, Keystone E

#PADE2019 | Harrisburg, PA Wifi Password: R@di$$0n Page �3

Welcome from the President of PADE 5

Welcome from the Conference Chair 6

Keynote Speaker profile 7

Focus Groups 9

Concurrent Sessions 10-15 & 19-23

40th Anniversary Celebration & Poster Session details 16-17

Regional Map 18

Get Involved! 24



We are happy to announce the National Association for 
Developmental Education (NADE) will soon be officially known as the 

National Organization for Student Success (NOSS).

In 1976, NADE began as the National Association for Remedial/Developmental 
Education Studies in Postsecondary Education or NAR/DSPE.  The organization 
has continually offered professional development opportunities for faculty and 
support staff in higher education for 43 years, and that will not change as we 
move forward.  The decision to change the name has been years in the making 
with much research and opportunities for member input. The name change will 
allow our organization to continue what NADE began as our purpose.  We will

• focus on the academic success of students
• provide professional development for administrators, faculty, and support 

professionals
• support student learning
• provide public leadership
• disseminate exemplary models of practice
• coordinate efforts with other organizations
• facilitate communication among educational professionals.

Our commitment to our members remains unchanged. By re-branding 
ourselves as the National Organization for Student Success, we are expanding 
our commitment to growth and community which is reflected in our new logo.
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Welcome from the PADE President
“Life really does begin at forty.  Up until then, you are 
just doing research.” Carl G. Jung

Forty years.  PADE is nearly 40 years old.  Officially, 
we’re turning 40 on November 9th, 2019 because it was 
on that date in 1979 that our founding board members 
signed a document establishing the Pennsylvania 
Association of Developmental Educators.  We’re 
celebrating early and for an entire year--one only turns 
40 once.  We are just so glad that you’re able to join us.

A 40-year milestone is a time for reflecting on the past, 
the future, and the present.  As we reflect on the past, 
we can’t help but be in awe about how different things 
are now.  In 1979, there was the Three Mile Island 
disaster, and Pink Floyd’s The Wall was released.  The 

average monthly rent was $280 a month and the minimum 
wage was $2.90 per hour. Most importantly for us, a group a people saw a need to support 
college students so that they would have a better chance to succeed in college and change their 
lives for the better so this group founded PADE.  It was an incredible time.  

Still, we need to reflect on the future.  Currently, the average monthly rent is $1200 and the 
minimum wage is $7.25 per hour.  Technology is moving forward at breakneck speeds, and the 
values, practices, and beliefs that are associated with Developmental Education have been 
criticized, sometimes fairly, but often unfairly by groups that attack our core values.  Things are 
different for us and for students, and change is coming in our future. 

In fact, our mother organization, the National Association for Developmental Education (NADE), 
is undergoing a transformation and is becoming the National Organization for Student Success 
(NOSS).  As a result, PADE needs to think about what we want to become for our membership 
and for our students.  It’s a daunting task.  However, I am certain that, just like NOSS, PADE will 
keep its commitment to holistically supporting student success.  This philosophy is the best part 
of our soul; we can’t lose that. 

But for now, let’s not stress.  We need to focus on and enjoy the present, and our 39th 
conference really kicks off our 40th-year-anniversary celebration celebrating you, the PADE 
professional.  We have special guests, and special events planned in addition to our 
outstanding concurrent sessions covering many aspects of developmental education.  This 
conference we are looking back at the past with some PADE past presidents who will be joining 
us.  We are also looking forward with our keynote, Dr. Michelle Asha Cooper, President of the 
Institute for Higher Education Policy (IHEP), who will be providing her thoughts on access and 
success.

Enjoy the conference--network, learn, and celebrate--but above all remember that we are 
PADE--the membership, the board, the committees, the volunteers--all of us together.  We all 
are now that group of people who see a need to support college students so that they would 
have a better chance to succeed in college and change their lives for the better.  We are PADE 
for them.  

Michael G. Spinks
PADE President 2017-2019
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Keynote Speaker
Michelle Asha Cooper, Ph.D.

President, Institute for Higher Education Policy (IHEP)
Tuesday, April 2 11:30 a.m.

Michelle Asha Cooper, Ph.D., is the second president of 
the Institute for Higher Education Policy (IHEP)—one of 
the nation’s most effective voices in championing 
access and success. Cooper is recognized as a well-
respected practitioner, researcher, and policy advocate 
helping to reaffirm IHEP's role of ensuring equal 
educational opportunities for all students.

Cooper is responsible for stewardship of the 
organization’s rich history of addressing the educational 
needs of today’s students, particularly underserved 
students, many of whom are low income, students of 
color, and adults. Cooper also oversees the 
organization’s expansive research portfolio and the 
analytic expertise used to inform and shape national, 
state, local and institutional policy reform.

On behalf of IHEP, Cooper has raised millions to create 
and maintain strong partnerships with national and 
international leaders from the postsecondary, policy, 
philanthropic, business and civic communities. Under Cooper’s leadership, IHEP has developed 
a policy agenda to align the organization’s future work through four priorities: (1) access and 
success pathways, (2) college affordability and institutional finance, (3) meaningful data for 
accountability and transparency, (4) supporting critical communities and critical institutions 
serving 21st-century students. She has provided testimony to the U.S. Senate’s Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, and the U.S. House of Representatives’ Education 
and the Workforce Committee. 

She has served as the deputy director for the Advisory Committee on Student Financial 
Assistance at the U.S. Department of Education, various leadership positions at the Association 
of American Colleges and Universities, the Council for Independent Colleges, and King’s 
College. Cooper is a member of the board of directors for uAspire and the Washington Center 
for Internships and Academic Seminars. She also serves on several advisory boards, including 
the National Commission on Asian American and Pacific Islander Research in Education and 
the African-American Male Initiative. In addition, Cooper is a National Leadership Council 
member of the Association of American Colleges and Universities' Liberal Education and 
America’s Promise (LEAP), and has provided commentary to media outlets such as C-SPAN, 
FOX News, NPR as well as The Chronicle of Higher Education, Huffington Post, The Hill, Inside 
Higher Ed, USA Today, and Washington Post.  She has written extensively and co-authored 
Becoming a Student-Ready College: A New Culture of Leadership for Student Success.  

Cooper is the recipient of several awards recognizing her work in advancing economic and 
educational opportunities. A native of Charleston, SC, Cooper received her B.A. from the 
College of Charleston, an M.P.S. from Cornell University, and a Ph.D. from the University of 
Maryland, College Park. She also is a member of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
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Today’s students need to be able 
to think and write clearly.
We can help you teach them how.

Introducing

Clear  
Thinking

and  
Writing, 2/e

SEE FOR YOURSELF! Scan this QR code to see our 10-minute video lesson about 
the basics of clear thinking. The video is available free in the Learning Center at  
www.townsendpress.net and on our YouTube channel.

A powerful print or digital reading program that will help your students learn  
to think and write clearly.

• Teaches the basics of clear thinking
• Explains the writing process and common 
 writing patterns
• Provides a wide range of writing assignments
• Includes grammar and punctuation skills
• Offers digital resources with English Plus 

         TOWNSEND PRESS  •  www.townsendpress.com  •  1-888-752-6410

Available  
as a book  

or as a 
digital 

program. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TOWNSEND PRESS



Focus Groups
Monday, April 1

9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.

Attend the focus group of your primary interest

Math: Keystone A
Celisa Counterman

Advising: Keystone B
Stephan Schaffrath & Chad Bennett

Learning Center: Keystone C
Juanita Wooten

IRW & Writing: Keystone D
Julie Keenan & Geri Gutwein

Reading: Keystone E
Christine Kiehart & Geri Gutwein
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Concurrent Sessions
Monday, April 1
10:15-11:15 a.m.

Communicate, Connect, Calm: Reducing Anxiety and Building Confidence in your 
Students with the 3 C’s
Lea Rosenberry, Penn State University & Candy Mowen, Purdue University Global
Keystone A

The vast majority of college students report having math anxiety with many admitting choosing a 
major based on the amount of math they are required to take. In this session, learn how 
communicating, connecting and calming your students can help reduce this anxiety and build 
confidence for math, and academics, in general. Strategies including pre-term emails, What to 
Expect workshops, Math Center field trips, and course communication plans will be discussed. 
Participants will learn how these strategies can be used to create connections with students, 
resulting in more meaningful communication, and calmer, more confident students.

Annotation and Quotation: An Integrated Reading and Writing Assignment
Julie Keenan, Ph.D. & Geri Gutwein, Ph.D., HACC, Central Pennsylvania’s Community College
Keystone B

This presentation explores the methodology of an integrated assignment in an IRW course. 
Emphasis is placed on the reciprocal relationships between reading and writing and between 
annotation and quotation. Annotation helps students identify main ideas and crucial parts of a 
text; quotation helps students learn how to select and employ words of others to support their 
writing. The objectives of the presentation include: 1) the benefits of annotation as a critical 
reading strategy, 2) the benefits of quotation as a critical writing strategy, 3) the benefits of 
recognizing the integrated relationship between annotation and quotation in the student’s own 
work.

College Readiness of Student Veterans as Adult Learners
Pricilla A. Robertson, Community College of Allegheny County
Keystone C

Perceptions and implications of placement testing and remediation on military connected 
students compared to adult learners enrolled at a community college in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania.

Mattering Matters for Student Success
Amanda Hartzel, Dr. Bonnie Walker, Dory Uhlman, Wendy Brubaker, HACC, Central 
Pennsylvania’s Community College
Keystone D

The socioeconomic needs of our student population are changing and we are experiencing the 
impact of these changes in our classrooms and on our campuses. The Gettysburg Campus 
Student Success Committee was formed in 2014 to facilitate and support the means and 
measures necessary to ensure student success. The committee’s activities and events are 
rooted in Nancy Schlossberg’s theory of Mattering and Marginality. Her research indicates that 
the most powerful predictor of success is mattering. This session will highlight “mattering” 
strategies resulting in a 3% student retention increase. Students will share how these strategies 
impact their success.
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Creating Learning-Conducive Multiple-Choice Assessment Tools
Stephan Schaffrath, Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Keystone E

This presentation commences with a literature review on the learning benefits as well as 
disadvantages of different multiple-choice type assessments, especially in comparison to other 
methods of assessment, followed by an overview of best practices of multiple-choice type 
assessments and the instructor’s on experience and observations. Participants will be asked to 
share their own understanding, expertise, and experience with multiple-choice type assessment. 
The main purpose of this presentation is to ascertain to what extent and in what ways multiple-
choice type assessment can be conducive to learning in developmental education.
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Monday, April 1
2:10-3:10 p.m.

Creating a Positive Math Mindset Across Your Campus
Tamie Dickson, Reading Area Community College
Keystone A

Are you looking for ways to collaborate and share best practices with other Developmental Math 
instructors at your institution? Have you thought about offering Math workshops to improve 
students’ abilities and confidence? Is the idea of Math Awareness Week something you would 
like to try, but haven’t done yet? Then this is the session for you! Ideas will be shared to help 
you get started on a creating a positive mathematical mindset across your campus!

Creating Community in the Writing Classroom
Christine M. Nowik, HACC, Central Pennsylvania’s Community College
Keystone B

This session will highlight methods for building a "community of writers" in the writing classroom. 
From using the syllabus as a rhetorical tool for the purpose of building community to classroom 
activities meant to inspire a sense of community, this session will appeal to instructors in both 
developmental education and college-level classrooms. Attendees will also share their own 
practices in this session for both new and seasoned educators.

Integrating Reading Skills using the Decoding the Disciplines Framework
Suzanne C. Shaffer, Penn State University York
Keystone C

Middendorf and Pace’s (2004) Decoding the Disciplines (DtD) framework, describes learning 
bottlenecks as “places where students get stuck.” In the case of reading courses, a common 
sticking point happens when students try to pull their skills together into a coherent whole at the 
end of the semester. If given a new and challenging piece of reading to learn independently, can 
they pull together all the lessons learned to experience success? We will look at the DtD 
framework and a final assessment designed to build reading confidence by helping students to 
integrate the start-to-finish process of reading and learning.

Academically Coaching the Student Athlete Population
Dr. Ronnie B. Tucker, Penn State University Mont Alto
Keystone D

The Academic Support Center provides an array of tutorial programs and services to ensure 
that the student population has all the tools for a successful academic year. Included in the 
student population is a group of students known as "Student Athletes." The inclusion of the 
Academic Coach designed specifically for student-athletes provides the foundation and 
academic criteria for assisting student-athletes in attaining academic success as well as sports 
eligibility. The purpose of this presentation is to demonstrate how the utilization of an Academic 
Coach can do just that. The presentation will provide an overview of how the Academic Coach is 
involved in establishing study halls, monitoring grades, serving as a liaison between faculty, 
student-athletes and coaches. The presentation will address how the Academic Coach works 
with the various sports programs in providing the necessary paper work that student-athletes 
provide to each instructor, providing notification of key dates in the academic calendar and 
available workshops.
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Research, Reform, and Graduate Study in Developmental Education: SHSU's Fully Online 
Developmental Education Doctoral Program
Dr. Patrick Saxon, Sam Houston State University
Keystone E

Recently, developmental education has advanced in terms of research, scholarship, and 
professional development opportunities. The presenter will discuss current trends and research 
in the field. Doctoral study, contributing to the research base, and in particular, a description of 
graduate study in the Sam Houston State University fully online Developmental Education 
Doctoral Program will be offered. Participants will be allowed time for discussion and questions 
regarding any of the topics covered.

What I Wish My Professor Knew: Building Community in the Classroom to Promote 
Student Success
Connie Ogle, HACC, Central Pennsylvania’s Community College
Governor’s A

Stanford University recently compiled thoughts from first generation college students and low-
income students on factors that hinder their success. Through this initiative, a video was created 
entitled "What I Wish My Professor Knew". This video will be shared and a brainstorming 
session on how to best create community in our classroom to increase student success will be 
explored.

“How’s it Going?”: The Benefits of a Mid-Term Conference
Geri Gutwein, Linda Mininger, & Jackie Wilt, HACC, Central Pennsylvania’s Community College
Governor’s B

This presentation examines the benefits of a mid-term conference in the developmental English 
classroom as a way for students to reflect on learning practices and experiences. Engaging 
developmental reading and writing students in mid-term reflections about their learning is a 
method three faculty have used to 1) make authentic connections with students, 2) address 
areas of strength and weakness, 3) check in with students on their understanding of materials, 
and 4) encourage students to think reflectively about their learning with a consideration on how 
they are progressing toward meeting their course goals.
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Monday, April 1
3:20-4:20 p.m.

21st Century Cheat Sheets: Recognizing and Preventing Cheating with Technology
Lea Rosenberry, Penn State University & Tamara Eyster, Purdue University Global
Keystone A

Integrating technology into the classroom is a highly touted practice. It’s important to remember, 
though, that students are using technology, too, and not necessarily to enhance learning. 
Technology is the 21st century cheat sheet. Students are using online tools to do their math for 
them. Join us to learn what students are using, how to tell, and how to adapt and prevent it.

Revising Revision: Strategies for Writing Improvement
Cassandra O’Sullivan Sachar, Bloomsburg University
Keystone B

Students know that they SHOULD revise their writing, but they often stick to surface-level 
changes, failing to take advantage of feedback from their peers and instructor. However, by 
requiring students to use metacognition to explain each revision, they will focus more on self-
improvement as they progress through stages of the writing process. This approach attempts to 
mitigate some of the fear and lack of confidence struggling writers face, leading to increased 
writing fluency and proficiency. In this workshop, participants will learn and practice techniques 
for utilizing metacognitive revision with their students.

360 Video Encourages First-Year Student Engagement
Robert D. Bartell, M.S., Penn State University York & Carla R. Seward, M.Ed., Penn State 
University Eastern Campuses
Keystone C

Incorporating cutting edge technology (such as 360 video) into a first-year general education 
survey course, encourages engagement and possible interest in future STEM careers. In this 
session, participants will get hands-on exposure to 360 video equipment and learn about 
various classroom integrations completed by first-year students during their "Information, 
People, and Technology" course (IST 110). Samples of student work and assignment details 
including assessment will be shared.

Teaching Information Literacy & Library Skills in Developmental Reading
Eleanor Goldberg, Delaware County Community College
Keystone D

When early college students complain that they’re unable to find library resources on their broad 
research topics, they are unwittingly alerting us to a different problem: their vision of a 
successful search doesn’t match what the search tools actually offer. Tours and orientations can 
familiarize students with the basic functions of a contemporary library, but these activities may 
feel irrelevant to task-oriented students, and they do little to engage them in 21st century 
information literacy. This presentation will provide practical strategies for enlisting students in 
applying concepts from their reading and writing coursework to critically engage with college 
research tools.
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Breaking Down Barriers: Online Learning for Students with Disabilities
Dr. Jennifer May, Clarion University of Pennsylvania
Keystone E

Online learning environments can eliminate barriers for students, who would have not otherwise 
been able to take college classes, while at the same time create a variety of challenges. 
Students with disabilities have been engaged in online learning at accelerated rates, and 
meeting the needs of these students can be very different as opposed to traditional campus-
based courses. This presentation will review current research regarding the trends of students 
with disabilities taking online courses, success rates, factors for success, and ways to enhance, 
modify, and accommodate courses to meet the unique needs of students with disabilities taking 
online courses.

Supporting the Whole Student in an Academic Recovery Seminar
Cindy D. Murray, Debra Schooley, Sabrina Marshall, & Sarah Howell, Shippensburg University
Governor’s A

Our academic recovery seminar is offered to students who have not been successful in 
maintaining the required 2.0 GPA for at least two semesters, and have been formally dismissed 
from the university. Under the direction of our Learning Specialists, students address and 
develop skills and strategies required for improving their academic performance, while also 
developing social, emotional, and self-governing behaviors. Some of the topics covered in the 
PACES seminar include: Learning Behavior Assessment/s, SMART Goal Setting, Note-taking 
and Reading Strategies, Test-taking and Test Anxiety, Motivation, Procrastination, Critical 
Thinking, Mental & Physical Wellness, and referral processes for relevant campus or community 
resources. This session will overview the PACES seminar format, offer resources that can be 
used in attendees’ learning center programming, and will allow for Q/A and sharing time.

What You are Doing Matters: A Thank You from a Development Student
Kaitlyn Crouse Machcinski, West Chester University of Pennsylvania
Governor’s B

Developmental educators do everything they can to help their students succeed. Frequently, 
these educators put their full effort into helping these students transition and succeed in college. 
These educators can see how the student did while at an institution, but how many times do 
educators get to speak to a developmental student after successfully graduating. Many times 
these educators don’t get to speak to developmental students after their educational career. As 
a developmental student from the ADP program at West Chester University, I am here to say 
“thank you” and tell you why your work mattered to my journey.
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New Member Meet & Greet
Poster Sessions

4:30-5:30 p.m.
Writing Across the Math Curriculum
Candy Mowen, Purdue University Global

Studies have shown that writing is valuable for the math classroom. A student’s ability to explain concepts 
in writing is related to the ability to comprehend and apply them. Writing supports mathematical reasoning 
and problem solving and helps students adopt the characteristics of effective communication by helping 
strengthen their thinking while requiring them to reflect on their work and clarify their thoughts about the 
ideas. Writing in mathematics give the instructor a window into the students’ thoughts that are normally 
not apparent when they are just asked to compute problems. It shows barriers giving instructors ways to 
help them understand.

The Higher Education of the Disadvantaged (Act 101) Program
Elizabeth McCloud, Isaac Greene, Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency 

Following passage of the Higher Education Equal Opportunity Act in 1971, the Pennsylvania General 
Assembly created the Higher Education of the Disadvantaged Program, commonly known as the Act 101 
Program, to enhance educational opportunities of academically and financially disadvantaged students. 
The Act 101 Program allocates funds to schools to provide support services for at-risk students and has 
been serving educationally or economically disadvantaged students for over 40 years.
This poster session will highlight an overview of the participating institutions and students, with a focus on 
measures of program effectiveness such as student retention, graduation, and course completion rates.

Confidence in the Use of Technology of Low-Income First-Year College Students' Retention
Dr. Irene Hudson, York College of Pennsylvania

Compared to their peers, low-income students are 90% less likely to graduate within 6 years and are 
more likely to drop out. At the local site, this problem is also evident in that the retention rate for the Fall 
2014-15 cohort was 78.3%, but just 60.2% for those defined as low-income students. The purpose of this 
study was to gain a better understanding of low-income 1st year college students’ perceived confidence in 
their use of technology and how it influenced their decision to stay in college. Understanding the role 
technology plays in the decision to stay in college will shed light on ways to offer support to increase 
retention of these students. The conceptual framework that guided the study was Bruno’s confidence 
based learning methodology. This framework suggests there is a connection between knowledge and 
confidence. A qualitative descriptive design was used collecting data through a series of 10 open-ended 
interviews with low-income 1st year college students. The central research question explored how low-
income 1st year college students describe their confidence in the use of technology as a factor in their 
retention. Data analysis consisted of manual coding to identify themes from the interview data. The 
findings suggested low-income 1st year students do not have confidence in their ability to use technology 
and remain in college. A policy recommendation to reinstate the information literacy policy for low-income 
1st year students could affect social change as additional resources help to raise low-income 1st year 
college students’ confidence using technology and supports them to persist in college.

A Collaborative-Campus of Student Support
Felicia Shearer & Sarah Howell, Shippensburg University

In the fall 2018, approximately 6400 students enrolled at Shippensburg University. The Early Alert 
Program at Shippensburg University is designed to support the success of the campus community. The 
Early Alert Coordinator, and the Early Alert Student Success Coach, act as additional campus resources 
for students. Working in collaboration with a student (and sometimes parents), faculty, the academic 
advisor, campus offices, and staff, the Coordinator and Coach develop a success plan that best supports 
the needs of the student.
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PADE 40th Anniversary Reception
Monday, April 1, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
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Regional Meet and Greet
Friday, April 2
8:30-9:00 a.m.

Connect with educators from your region 
and around the state!
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Concurrent Sessions

Tuesday, April 2
9:00-10:00 a.m.

Reading, Writing, and Lacking the Requisites: How We Can Expect More and Increase 
Retention and Success in our Students
Michael McCloskey, HACC, Central Pennsylvania’s Community College
Keystone A

In the rush to emphasize STEM and push for a more science oriented curriculum, basic skills 
have been neglected. I propose a discussion to look at the realities of our entry level students 
and consider solutions which lead to increased retention and greater success across the board.

Pathways to Success for Students on Academic Probation
Karen Hamman, Bloomsburg University
Keystone B

Students end up on academic probation for a wide variety of reasons; however, often institutions 
offer a one size fits all approach to academic recovery support. This session will discuss a new 
one-credit course designed as a positive intervention to support students who are recovering 
from academic probation. The course assists students in the development of essential skills 
necessary for academic, personal, and professional success. The focus of the course is 
identification and minimization of barriers that impede individual student achievement. Through 
self-assessment, exploration, and reflection, students are encouraged to evolve in personal 
responsibility, self-motivation, self-management, and critical thinking.

RET 101: Fundamentals of Retention
Thomas J. Thomas, Wilkes University
Keystone C

As budgets become increasingly restricted, retention has once again risen to the top of 
concerns for campus administrators. Unfortunately, they often design policy based on their own 
mistaken assumptions about student success and retention. Developmental educators are in 
the key position to contribute to the discussions that lead campus administrators to create policy 
that will has extensive impact on our work. What have developmental educators learned about 
these issues that policy-makers need to know to increase retention on our campuses? How can 
we improve the chances that we are part of these important discussions that create policy?

PADE Past Presidents Panel: A Look Back at the First 40 Years
Keystone D

Join several former PADE leaders for a special panel discussion on the first forty years of the 
organization. These important leaders in PADE’s history will share their wisdom on the history of 
developmental education and offer us advice and direction on the future. Past leaders of PADE 
include Donna Dickinson (2015-2017), Linda Dapcic (2013-2015), Linda Mininger (2011-2013), 
Lou Tripodi (1989-1990), and Dean Foster (1983-1984).
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Tuesday, April 2
10:15 a.m.-11:15 a.m.

Solving the Differential Equation: A Best Practices Approach for Empowering First Year 
College Student Success in Developmental Math Courses
Dr. Jocelyn Manigo & Dr. Tiffany Jones, West Chester University of Pennsylvania
Keystone A

Among the many challenges confronting first-year undergraduate students is the need to 
successfully complete a mathematics course requirement. This task is especially challenging for 
students with low math preparedness. As a remedy, institutions offer developmental math 
courses, but withdrawal, failure, and course repeat rates still remain high across institutions 
nationwide. This presentation highlights a combination of support strategies for Academic 
Development Program (ADP) students enrolled in developmental math courses at West Chester 
University. Support efforts represent a blend of weekly tutoring sessions, success coaching and 
staff consultations. Though this model focuses on developmental math, techniques are 
applicable to any discipline.

Walking the Line: Boundaries and Self-Care in High Support Classrooms
Mick Teti-Beaudin, HACC, Central Pennsylvania’s Community College
Keystone B

Studies have shown that students thrive in classrooms that challenge them academically while 
providing support and scaffolding. In this session, Mick Teti-Beaudin (professor) and Jay Barnica 
(tutor) will discuss the successes of their ALP sections supported by HACC's In-Class Tutor 
program. With those successes, however, have come particular challenges regarding tutor time, 
reliance upon the tutor, and professor and tutor burnout. During this session, Mick and Jay will 
discuss their strategies for drawing boundaries with students with whom they've developed a 
close bond, and attendees will have an opportunity to brainstorm other strategies they can 
implement with their own students.

Expanding Possibilities Through Opportunities: Re-Building a Bridge Program Focused 
on Retention
Steve Scaduto & Claudine Thomas, Moore College of Art & Design
Keystone C

The persistence for students at risk has been a struggle for higher education institutions across 
the country. Moore College of Art & Design’s Bridge Program has been evolving to allow its 
students develop their own voices within the program and the College while creating a space 
where they will feel secure seeking out the support they need. As students face issues around 
affordability, access and feeling of belonging, Moore has decided to take a holistic approach to 
programming for the students in the Bridge Program. This approach includes strategies around 
shared experiences, housing grants, coaching, faculty involvement, and student leadership.
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Supporting Strategic Writers: A Research-Based Approach for Developmental Writing
Charles A. MacArthur, University of Delaware, Eric Born, HACC, Central Pennsylvania’s 
Community College, Jill Compello, Univesirty of Delaware, Caitlin Gallagher, Wilmington 
University, Kim Allen Gleed, HACC, Central Pennsylvania’s Community College, Zoi 
Philippakos, University of Tennessee
Keystone D

The goal of the Supporting Strategic Writers approach is to develop writers with the knowledge 
and motivation to use reading and writing strategies independently. Students learn strategies for 
critical reading of sources, planning, and revision - integrated with metacognitive strategies for 
goal-setting, task management, progress monitoring, and reflection. Experimental studies in four 
colleges have found strong positive effects on quality of writing and motivation. This workshop is 
a collaboration between researchers and college writing faculty. After a brief overview of the key 
principles, faculty will demonstrate components of the instruction and offer their perspectives on 
what makes it work.

Celebrating "You" At Kellogg
Kimberly DeHainaut, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Shawn Bixler, University of Akron
Keystone E

During these challenging times for developmental educators, “YOU the PADE Professional” owe 
it to yourself to not only be supported but celebrated at the Kellogg Institute in beautiful Boone, 
North Carolina. This interactive/hands-on session will provide a condensed overview of our 
experience at Kellogg which includes the opportunities allotted in terms of expanding your 
professional knowledge, as well as gaining a network of colleagues/new friends who like you, 
are dedicated to student success. With at least six possible sources of funding outside of your 
institution (two of which cover all costs) attendance is financially feasible for most people.
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Tuesday, April 2
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Self-Remediation through the Math Bootcamp at Central Penn College
Megan Rehm, Central Penn College
Keystone A

Central Penn College invites students without qualifying math scores or credits to take a 
remedial Basic Algebra class—or to test out of it by placement exam. To help interested 
students self-remediate prior to the exam, the Learning Center at Central Penn College 
developed a Math Bootcamp housed in Blackboard that consists of interactive videos and 
quizzes covering five units. Motivated students increased their ACCUPLACER placement exam 
scores by as many as 53 points through the Bootcamp. This presentation will explain the Math 
Bootcamp’s development and its marketing to students, and it will explore other tools for similar 
self-remediation.

Increasing Student Excellence by Raising Faculty Expectations and Support
Karen P. Woodring, HACC, Central Pennsylvania’s Community College
Keystone B

Over the last 10 years I have been relying on restorative practices to increase my expectations 
of developmental students. I use the same terminology for my developmental writing class that I 
use in my college level writing class, and I give them college level writing assignments that, with 
the scaffolding and support, they complete quite successfully. Students learn how to challenge 
themselves, persevere, and succeed through hard work and with course and college provided 
resources. This presentation will include resources to help faculty increase their own 
expectations and identify how to increase student support to produce greater student success.

Teaching in a Studio Course in an Integrated Writing, Speaking, and Visual Design 
Program
Gabriel Cutrufello, Nickolena Herdson, Eva Polites, Valerie Houghton, & Jim Yashur, York 
College of Pennsylvania
Keystone C

In this panel, faculty from York College of Pennsylvania will present their efforts to teach writing, 
speaking, and visual design skills in a required co-requisite studio course, which supports 
students in the college’s integrated first-year writing, speaking and visual design program. The 
one-credit studio replaced the pre-college writing course in 2016. Presenter 1 will give an 
overview of the studio program. Presenter 2 will discuss the logistics of teaching in a one-credit 
co-requisite course. Presenter 3 will discuss how to support speaking skills in the studio. 
Presenter 4 will discuss how to support visual design skills in the studio.

Engage & Retain
Charlene Glenn, Ed.D. & Milika Singleton, Ed.D., Peirce College
Keystone D

This workshop will cover the most recent literature on student engagement and retention 
strategies in higher education. Research themes will be shared from the literature review, two 
actionable engagement and retention strategies will be highlighted, and followed by 
recommendations. Participants will be given an annotated bibliography to review the research 
gathered for the purpose of possibly implementing strategies at their respective institutions.
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Approaching A First Year Experience Course
Nancy Funk & Kendra Wolgast, Penn State University Mont Alto
Keystone E

During this session, hear how two faculty members on a Penn State campus approach the 
teachings of their first year experience courses differently, yet still following the established 
objectives of the seminar as provided by the university. Common themes between the courses 
will be discussed, format, grading policies, and implementation of outside resources utilized 
within the course. Following the brief sharing of information, time will be provided for open 
discussion and idea sharing of best practices of participants in the room who are also involved 
with their own first-year experience courses.
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Get Involved with PADE!
We are an organization dedicated to serving YOU, our members. 

If you are interested in being involved in PADE, please contact 
Michael Spinks at pade.president@gmail.com or 
Alfred Siha at pade.president.elect@gmail.com 

Serve on the PADE Board of Directors 
Organize professional development opportunities in your area 

Volunteer at our annual conference 
Contribute your discipline expertise for our website  

& social media 
Coordinate events or meetings at your institution 

Access PADE Conference Proceedings!
Scan the QR code below, or follow the weblink, to access Annual Conference 

Proceedings from 2014 to present. Current conference proceedings will be published 
late summer.

http://bit.ly/2kSUilO
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Founding Board Members
Clifford A. Baylis, Jr. Leonard Petrucci Ken Bolton
Flora Russell Caroline Clark Patrick J. Santacroce
Marjorie Dugan Mary Stubbs Marvin Epstein
Margaret Thompson R. Dean Foster Willie G. Woods
Robert Mondherk Pete Worting Thomas O’Keefe 

        Chronology of PADE Presidents
Patrick Santacroce  1979-1981
Pete Worting 1981-1982
Mary Stubbs 1982-1983
R. Dean Foster 1983-1984
Samuel Hirsh 1984-1985
Karen Coleman 1985-1986
Samuel Hirsh 1986-1987
Willie G. Woods 1987-1988
Joan Saroff               1988-1989
Louis Tripodi 1989-1990
Brenda S. Townsend           1990-1991
Ada Belton                 1991-1992
John Foreman 1992-1993
Maureen Stradley 1993-1994
Patricia Rottmund 1994-1995
Marguerite MacDonald            1995-1996
Howard E. Wray, III 1996-1997
Sr. Agnes Mary Devittt, I.H.M. 1997-1998
Regina Baron          1999-2000
Peter T. Kyper         2000-2001
Paul Hrabovsky 2001-2002
Melvin Jenkins 2002-2003
Sue Perlis 2003-2005
Mary Ann Klicka 2005-2007
Ron Williams    2007-2009
Elisa Cohen 2009-2011
Linda Mininger 2011-2013
Linda Dapcic-Angst 2013-2015  
Donna Dickinson 2015-2017
Michael Spinks 2017-2019
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 University College

Congratulations! 
Pennsylvania Association of Developmental Educators 
for 40 Years of transforming lives through expanding 

access and success to higher education. 

One of the earliest University Colleges was established in London in 
1826.  Inspired by the ideals of the philosopher, Jeremy Bentham, 
University College at London was the first in England to open its doors 
to all students regardless of sex, religion or political beliefs.  Bentham 
was a social reformer who believed that education should be made more 
widely available, especially to those who had previously been denied 
access to a higher education.  These students were also denied access to 
the highest quality secondary schools so they often required support to 
achieve their academic potential. 

University College



Notes
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Providing opportunities and support to help 
students reach their full potential.

ACT 101 Program 

Act 101 Pennsylvania Association for Educational Opportunity
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Program Cover Layout: Logan Rock & Karen Riley
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